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The Creative Industries Fund NL is offering a special residency at the van 
Doesburghuis in Meudon, Paris in the Autumn of 2025. Are you a maker or 
designer and would you like to be considered? Submit a proposal no later than 24 
February 2025. 

In the studio house that Theo van Doesburg designed for himself and his wife Nelly in 
the late 1920s, makers and designers can carry out research, develop ideas or create 
new work. There is one work period available of 4 months: from 22 September 2025 to 
18 January 2026.

Open Call Residency Van Doesburghuis 2025
• amount of subsidies: one stay of 4 months at € 2,000 per month
• submission deadline: 24 February 2025 before 17:00 CET
• workperiod: 22 September 2025 – 18 January 2026

purpose
Since 2017, the Creative Industries Fund NL, the Netherlands Film Fund, the Performing 
Arts Fund, the Mondriaan Fund and the Dutch Foundation for Literature have jointly 
offered residency periods, via open calls, at the Van Doesburghuis in Meudon in Paris 
where makers and designers can further develop their artistic practice.

This open call of the Creative Indsutries Fund NL offers a working period of four 
months. In the studio house that Theo van Doesburg designed for himself and his wife 
Nelly in the late 1920s, makers and designers can undertake research, develop ideas or 
create new work.

The Creative Industries Fund is open to various applications, but particularly 
encourages proposals with conceivable scenarios for a garden design for the van 
Doesburg House, that reflects the avant-garde vision of the van Doesburgs. This vision 
revolves around a harmonious connection between architecture and nature, and at 
the same time responds to contemporary challenges surrounding biodiversity and 
circularity.

In line with Theo and Nelly’s interdisciplinary practice and multifaceted artistic 
expression, a collaboration with an applicant from another discipline is also possible. 

who is this open call for?
Makers and designers in the disciplines of design, architecture and digital culture 
can submit a proposal. It is possible to apply as an individual applicant or as a duo (two 
makers, or a maker and an observer, who make work together on a structural basis). 
Partnerships can be considered as a duo (for this occasion), if they submit a joint plan 
for the working period that leads to a single result. At least one maker, designer or 
observer in the duo works within the design, architecture and/or digital culture sector. 

contribution and workperiod
The workperiod of residence to offer is between 22 September 2025 and 18 
January 2026. The rent for the studio house is paid directly by the funds to the Van 
Doesburghuis Foundation. A fixed contribution of € 2,000 per month is made available 
to the resident for travel, material, transport and accommodation costs. This amount 
also applies to duos.

assessment 
The assessment of this call takes the form of a tender. This means that a number of 
proposals will be selected over others. The assessment based on the criteria leads to 
a ranking of the submitted proposals. This means that the available work period will be 
granted to the applicant whose application scores highest in the ranking. Only positively 



assessed projects can be supported. For the assessment of submitted proposals, the 
Creative Industries Fund NL seeks advice from external advisors with relevant expertise 
in the three disciplines of architecture, digital culture and design, and the international 
context. The advisors assess to what extent the proposal aligns with the objective of 
this open call. 

They make their assessment based on the following criteria:
a	 The artistic quality of the work. The committee reviews the portfolio and CV of the 
applicant and the applicant’s position within the field.
b	 The quality of the development plan. The committee assesses the description 
of the intended development and/or the plan for the work period. The committee also 
looks at the proposed creative approach.
c	 The motivation in relation to the residency objective. The committee assesses 
whether the development plan aligns with the objective and/or mission of the residency.

submitting the application
Your proposal can be submitted until 24 February 2025 (before 17:00 CET) via the 
application platform. Please select the round ‘Open Call Residency Van Doesburgh 
House 2025’. Applications can be submitted in both Dutch and English.

The application form requires you to upload the attachments below as a pdf. You are 
advised to write and collect these sections before completing the form. 

An application consists of a fully completed application form:
•	 A plan for the work period at the van Doesburghuis (max. 4 A4 pages in pdf) 

addressing the following aspects: 
- What do you want to develop or research during the residency and how does this 
connect to the residency location? 
- How does the residency fit within a long-term vision for your design practice?

•	 A concise CV that provides insight into the key details of your work and practice 
(max. 2 pages A4 in pdf).

•	 Relevant visual material/portfolio that provides insight into your work and practice.
•	 A recent Chamber of Commerce extract (max. 1 year old). 
•	 A representative project image intended for the Creative Industries Fund NL 

communications, for which the necessary rights of the image lie with the applicant.
If the submission does not comply with the above description, no assessment of the 
proposal can take place.
 
Please note: Create an account for the application platform in good time and familiarise 
yourself with the application form. Be aware that it takes approximately 1 business day 
to create an account.

Van Doesburghuis 
In the late 1920s, Theo van Doesburg was finally able to give tangible shape to his all 
encompassing art and life philosophy in an architectural creation on a small plot in rural 
Meudon, where many writers (Céline, the Goncourt brothers, Sartre), architects (Jean 
Prouvé) and visual artists (Rodin, Hans Arp and Sophie Taeuber-Arp) sought refuge. The 
studio house was completed at the end of 1930; shortly afterwards, Theo died at the age 
of 47. The house, which from the 1980s onwards was given the name of its creator, is 
representative of Van Doesburg’s ideas on the synthesis of the arts. Thanks to a special 
endowment from Wies van Moorsel, Nelly’s niece and sole heiress, the studio house 
came into possession of the Dutch state in the early 1980s. The Van Doesburghuis 
Foundation was given responsibility for managing the house and making it available to artists 
as a place to live and work. Over the past 40 years, some 50 artists, designers and observers 
have stayed in the Van Doesburghuis. More information can be found on the website. 

https://aanvragen.stimuleringsfonds.nl/AUUID/9B88F5601
https://www.mondriaanfonds.nl/subsidie-aanvragen/mijn-fonds/
 https://vandoesburghuis.com/artist-in-residence/


joint initiative of the Dutch cultural funds 
For a number of years, the Creative Industries Fund NL, the Netherlands Film Fund, the 
Performing Arts Fund, the Mondriaan Fund and the Dutch Foundation for Literature have 
made this residency alternately available to artists working in the many fields in which Theo 
and Nelly van Doesburg were active: architecture, visual arts, literature, poetry, music, 
design and performing arts. The call is also open to makers from the disciplines of film and 
digital culture. 
Last year, Thessa Meijer (film), Siba Sahabi (design), Sytske Frederika van Koeveringe 
(visual arts), and Errol Boon together with Daan Heerma van Voss (literature) stayed at 
the Van Doesburgh House. Previous residents included: Riet Wijnen (visual arts), Esther 
Duysker (literature), Waèl el Allouche (design), Helena van der Meulen (film) and Katharina 
Gross (performing arts). See an overview with interviews here.
 
contact 
For questions about the open call and the procedure, please contact 
internationalisering@stimuleringsfonds.nl of call 010-4361600.

https://vandoesburghuis.com/artist-in-residence/
mailto:internationalisering%40stimuleringsfonds.nl?subject=Open%20Oproep%20Residency%20Van%20Doesburghuis


appendix

practical information 
The Van Doesburghuis is one of the most famous artists’ houses from the interwar 
period that has maintained its function as a studio residence. The studio house is 
quietly situated in a wooded environment in the village of Meudon-Val-Fleury, just 
outside the Paris boulevard périphérique. A RER station with a direct connection to the 
center of Paris (20 minutes travel time) is within 5 minutes walking distance. The studio 
house has two floors with the living/working floor on the first floor. There is a high studio 
space (7.5×6.5×5 meters), two partially closable work rooms that can be combined 
into one space, a bedroom and a bathroom. On the ground floor is the kitchen with a 
smaller bedroom and shower with toilet. The Van Doesburghuis can accommodate up 
to three people. A piano is present. The studio house is furnished with simple furniture 
by several Dutch designers such as Martin Visser, Cees Braakman, Wim Rietveld and 
Christoph Seyferth. At the front of the house is a small garden and at the rear, under the 
studio space, there is a covered terrace with garden. It is possible to park a car on the 
property. There is a local manager who is bilingual (French/Dutch).

monument and public function 
Due to its monument status, residents are asked to treat the house with care and, if 
necessary, to cooperate with maintenance. Copy. Cooperation is also requested with 
the maintenance and research currently being conducted into the building’s technical 
condition. Furthermore, applicants should realise that the studio house has a public 
function and is open to the public every first Saturday afternoon of the month. The 
resident is also expected to be willing, in principle after consultation with the Van 
Doesburghuis foundation, to receive visitors outside these fixed opening hours. During 
the stay at the Van Doesburghuis, it is possible to use the facilities of the Atelier 
Néerlandais in Paris, a networking space for Dutch makers, and a location to meet and 
receive French conversation partners.
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