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The Creative Industries Fund NL is calling on designers to submit a proposal for
participation in the 19th edition of the Venice Architecture Biennale, taking place from

10 May to 23 November 2025. Dutch (landscape) architects, spatial designers and
researchers who have been invited to this international biennale can submit proposals
anywhere from 29 November 2024 until 31 January (5:00 PM CET) 2025 for projects
delivering a contribution to one of the main venues, such as the Arsenale or the Giardini’s
national pavilions, or fringe venues accredited by the biennale such as at Palazzos or
other institutes.

With the theme ‘Intelligens. Natural. Artificial. Collective.’, chief curator Carlo Ratti seeks
to explore the role of architecture within a broader range of disciplines, including art and
science. The focus is on the built environment as a main contributor to climate change.
The goal is to find intelligent and sustainable solutions, with architects in the role of
‘mutagens’ that stimulate new evolutionary processes. In the quest for a better future,
experimentation and learning from mistakes is pivotal. Go here to read Ratti’s curatorial
statement.

e Budget: € 75,000

e Contributions per project: maximum € 12,500

¢ Period: submissions anywhere from 29 November 2024 until 31 January (5:00 PM CET)
2025

goal

With this open call, the Creative Industries Fund NL aims to present the excellent quality
of Dutch architecture and urban planning at an international manifestation. Grants are
awarded based on the Voucher Procedure Grant Scheme, through which the Fund
pursues the following objectives:

¢ To promote the development of artistic quality in architecture;

¢ To stimulate research and experimentation;

e To support reflection and debate;

¢ To boost the international position of design disciplines; and

¢ To strengthen international collaboration and exchange.

conditions

Proposals will be assessed based on the following conditions:

¢ You have a motivation letter from an international party or a main or fringe curator
inviting you to contribute to an official part of the Venice Architecture Biennale
programme;

e The inviting party or curator will cover a proportional part of the expenses you need to
make in order to realise the international activity;

¢ Your proposal explains how the goal and design of the activity will contribute to the
biennale’s project site and theme.

The development grant will only be allocated to research or other projects that have been

selected for the main exhibition or another official part of the Venice Architecture Biennale,

such as:

e Research that complements currently running or recently completed research;

e Speculative or artistic interventions based on an existing or currently running project;

¢ The design and exhibition of an existing or currently running research/project/
experiment;

* Projects devoted to knowledge sharing, for instance a publication, manifestation, event
or symposium.

Projects supported through this open call for participation in the 2025 Architecture

Biennale are not eligible for support provided through other grant schemes or open
calls from the Creative Industries NL.
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assessment procedure

Fully completed applications will be assessed internally by the Fund based on the
following conditional criteria:

I Motivated invitation: The applicant must be in possession of a motivated invitation
from a relevant international party and/or main or fringe curator. The invitation must
pertain to an activity as described in this open call that is part of the applicant’s
professional practice. The relevance of the invitation must be borne out by the
extent to which the inviting party or the activity is significant for and in line with the
applicant’s practice and the biennale’s official programme.

2 Financial contribution: The inviting party must cover a proportional part of the
expenses that the applicant needs to make in order to realise the proposed project.
The financial contribution may be used to cover working hour costs, travel and/or
subsistence costs, and/or exhibition costs.

3 Contribution to professional practice and biennale: The application formulates
how the goal and design of the international activity contribute to the applicant’s
professional practice and to the project site and theme of the biennale. The
significance must be explained in the application form where it requests a
description of the project goal and of the activities to be carried out in order to
accomplish this goal.

When these three criteria have been met, the applicant will be invited for a brief online
interview with the Fund, after which a decision on the application will be taken. This
interview will in principle take place within six weeks after the submission.

application submission

The proposal can be submitted at any time from 29 November 2024 until 31 January
2025 (5:00 PM CET) via the application environment of the Creative Industries Fund
NL. When doing so, be sure to select ‘Development budget Venice Architecture
Biennale 2025’

The proposal must consist of:

e Application form: A fully completed application form describing the goal of the
project, the design of the activity, and how the project contributes to the project site
and theme of the Venice Architecture Biennale.

¢ Invitation: A (digitally) signed invitation from an international party and/or main or
fringe curator (maximum 2 A4 sheets in PDF) containing:

- A description of the inviting party;

- A description of the activity;

- A substantive motivation for the invitation;

- A financial commitment to cover part of the costs for the working hours, travel
costs, subsistence costs and/or exhibition costs, which is proportional to the
invitation.

¢ Project plan: A concise project plan (maximum 5 A4 sheets in PDF) containing:

- A clear and concise description of the project’s goal and design;

- A personal motivation for participation in the biennale;

- A description of the project site and how it relates to the biennale’s main theme;
- Relevant images of the applicant’s work (maximum 5 A4 sheets in PDF) and

an image for the Fund’s communication channels giving an impression of the
proposed project.

¢ Timetable: A clear timetable for the project (maximum 1 A4 page in PDF)

¢ Budget and coverage plan: a balanced budget including a coverage plan (maximum
1 A4 sheet in PDF) that clearly describes the budget, with the coverage plan clearly
accounting for the funding need and for the international party’s contribution;

e CV: A brief CV of the designer or designers concerned (maximum 2 A4 sheets in
PDF);

Open Call Venice Architecture Biennale 2025 3/5

creative industries fund NL


https://aanvragen.stimuleringsfonds.nl/

e Chamber of Commerce extract: a digitally certified extract, issued no longer than
one year ago, from the Commercial Register of the Dutch Chamber of Commerce
or from one of the Chambers of Commerce that fall within the Kingdom of the
Netherlands;

¢ Representative image: An image of the project intended for the Fund’s
communication channels, with copyright held by the applicant.

If the application does not meet the above requirements, it cannot be considered.

Please note:

¢ Make sure you create an account for the application environment in good time. It
takes one working day at most to activate a new account.

¢ Consult the Voucher Procedure Grant Scheme before submitting your application.

¢ You cannot submit draft proposals to the Fund.

¢ Incomplete applications cannot be considered. The grant scheme closes as soon as
6 applications have been accepted for funding, as we expect that this number of
applications will exhaust the available budget of € 75,000.

grant procedure

After submitting your application, you will receive an automatic confirmation of receipt
through the Fund’s application environment. Grant applications will be considered in
the order they were received, based on the moment of submitting the fully completed
application. As soon as the open call’s budget ceiling is reached, the call will end
immediately and no further applications will be considered. A maximum budget of

€ 75,000 is available for this open call. The Fund expects that it can support six
proposals with a maximum grant of € 12,500. Only positively assessed proposals are
eligible for funding.

assessment procedure

The assessment procedure with the subsequent recommendation to the Board of the
Creative Industries Fund NL whether or not to honour the application is described in
Article 9 of the Voucher Procedure Grant Scheme, with the exception of Article 4.g. The
Fund strives to process applications within six weeks.

grant award procedure

When selected for the grant, the Fund will transfer 80% of the awarded sum as an
advance payment. The remaining sum is paid out after the final determination of the
grant at the end of the grant period, unless a decision is taken to reduce the grant sum.
This is a derogation from the grant award and determination procedure as described in
the Voucher Procedure Grant Scheme.

determination

I Not later than sixteen weeks after the expiry of the grant period, the grant recipient
must submit a request for the final determination of the grant via the Fund’s
application environment. An accountability form must be used for this.

2 If the activities have been performed according to plan and all the obligations
attached to the grant have been fulfilled, the board will issue its final determination
of the grant within ten weeks of receiving the accountability, in accordance with the
grant award.

3 If it appears that activities have not or only been partially performed, a lower grant
may be determined.

4 The board may issue further instructions to the recipient regarding the verification of
compliance with the conditions attached to the grant award.

The grant recipient must draw up a brief substantive report and financial overview of all
the costs and benefits, to show that the activities for which the grant was awarded have
been performed and that the conditions attached to the grant award have been fulfilled.
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Specifically for research projects, the grant recipient will be asked to draw up a public
version of the research report, in the interest of knowledge sharing and accumulation.
This version must describe the most important results and insights, so that they can be
exchanged with peers and other stakeholders and any other interested parties.

obligations

Receiving a grant comes with certain obligations for the recipient. These obligations
are described in Chapter 5 of the Voucher Procedure Grant Scheme. It applies in

all instances that the grant may solely be used for the activities described in the
application. The applicant must immediately notify the board of changes to the design
and implementation of the journey, or of any altered circumstances if these have an
impact on the goal and design of the journey.

contact

If anything is unclear to you, please send your question by email to
internationalisering@stimuleringsfonds.nl. You can also phone us on +31 (0)10-436 16
00. No draft proposals can be submitted to the Fund office under this grant scheme.
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